Two tributary streams of interest and endeavor united to form one of the outstanding developments arising from that union of brave men who, in 1784, banded themselves together in one of the oldest medical associations in the country. One of these tributaries was fed from the spring of deep dissatisfaction with the conditions of practice in the Colony and in the subsequent State. The other had its origin in the deep-rooted aspirations of the people for a wider and deeper culture.
Elementary schooling was undoubtedly the result of individual instruction, but more advanced training was lacking. The examples set by neighboring Colonies, however, inspired the leading men of Connecticut, at the instigation of the Reverend James Pierpont, pastor of the New Haven Church, and of the Reverend Abraham Pierson of Killingworth, now Clinton, to consult with a number of leading clergymen, chiefly of the coast towns, with the idea of founding a college in the Colony. With the help of Boston friends, a charter was drafted granting to "several well disposed Persons" the right "to found, endow and order a collegiate school within His Majesty's Colony of Connecticut." Injected as a kind of afterthought in one of the paragraphs was the power of granting degrees. In November of 1701, seven trustees met at Saybrook and voted to establish the school with the Reverend Mr. Pierson as rector. The first graduation in 1702, conferred four M.A. degrees on young Harvard Bachelors, and one earned degree on Nathaniel Chauncey, of Stratford, the first academic graduate in the school.
From this modest beginning, with an income derived only from tuition and a small annual grant from the colonial legislature, the school prospered moderately. After numerous vicissitudes and much bickering, and with the tragic loss of a considerable portion of 1300 volumes, the school was removed to New Haven in 1716, and in 1718, as a result of the benefactions of Governor Yale, the name was changed to Yale College.
It is to be noted that the charter created a collegiate school "wherin Youth may be instructed in the Arts & Sciences, who through the blessing of Almighty God may be fitted for Publick employment both in Church & Civil State." The high professional ideal of service to the community was a corner-stone of the college's foundation. Little wonder then, that by the time the college was eightyseven years old, we find students in President Stiles' senior class debating "whether it be safe to grant the proposed Charter to the Medical Societies of Connecticut," and, "whether the Institute of Medical Societies be useful." This is an obvious indication that the students of the day were acquainted with the movements stirring among the medical men of that period. A plan of it appears in his literary diary, and more elaborate notes are to be found in manuscript form in the Yale Library. This, however, was not just a local reaction on the part of President Stiles, but a part of his genuine desire to see a closer "Union with the State" developed. The training of clergymen was well recognized, but President Stiles saw the need of training in law and medicine. The death of President Stiles prevented the realization of this ideal.
It remained for President Dwight, blessed with abounding vitality and a stimulating and constructive mind, actually to see the creation of a medical department and to formulate plans for theology and law. He, as well as his predecessor, felt that the lack of training in the sciences was a definite defect in the college curriculum. To remedy this, President Dwight succeeded in persuading the Corporation to vote "that a Professor of Chemistry and Natural History be instituted in the college as soon as the funds shall be sufficiently productive to support it." The wording of the vote is sufficient evidence of the farsightedness of the college administration of that day. Financial limitations, however, were not the only difficulties in the way. No suitable person for the Chair could be found, and so we find an even more impressive evidence of President Dwight's vision in his statement to Benjamin Silliman, that he saw no way to fill the Chair "but to select a young man worthy of confidence, and allow him time and opportunity, and pecuniary aid to enable him to acquire the requisite science and skill, and wait for him until he should be prepared to begin." In Silliman's diary is a very intriguing account of the conversation with President Dwight which led to his abandonment of law as a profession and an entrance into several years of study of chemistry and medicine in Pennsylvania, and afterwards in Edinburgh. When,. in 1802, Benjamin Silliman was appointed to the Chair of Chemistry and Natural History at Yale College, his diary notes that he expected "from the first to be ultimately connected with the Medical School." Silliman's interest in medicine must have been the factor which stimulated the Rev. Dr. Nathan Strong of Hartford to present a resolution to the Yale Corporation, requesting the appointment of a committee to consider the advisability of establishing a professorship in Medicine. The result of the resolution was the appointment, by the Prudential Committee, of Dr. Nathan Strong and Professor Benjamin Silliman, as a committee to devise the means of such establishment and, perhaps stimulated by the original plan of President Stiles, to draw up a program for the development of the subject.
In 1806 then, we find Yale College taking the first step toward the founding of a Medical School. But the physicians of the State had by no means ignored their educational responsibilities. Soon after the difficulties met in establishing a chartered State Medical Society were overcome, and the minor problems of internal regulation solved, a committee was appointed in October, 1799, "to take into consideration and digest some regular system of education to be pursued by candidates for the practice of Physic and Surgery in this State." Thus, there was stirring in the minds of the medical profession, as well as in academic circles, hopes of a better educational procedure in medicine. It is noteworthy that the records show that this problem appeared simultaneously in both groups. Inasmuch as the community was small, it cannot be doubted that much informal intercommunication preceded the vote of the Medical Society creating a committee, and the vote of the Yale Corporation, creating a professorship in Chemistry and Natural History.
While Silliman was away from New Haven studying, the Medical Society, in 1800, accepted its committee's report, and voted into the record "a regular system of education to be pursued by candidates for the practice of physic and surgery." This statement, together with the broad degree-conferring power, granted to the State Medical Society, made it imperative for the Committee of the Corporation to consult with the Society. A letter upon this subject, read at a meeting of the Society in Hartford in 1807, led to the appointment of a committee to confer with the committee of the Corporation at the next Commencement upon that subject. Meetings were held under President Dwight's chairmanship in Professor Silliman's rooms in the Lyceum of Yale College. Fortunately this committee was able to establish a common ground of understanding. During the subsequent year and after many consultations, a program was drawn up which was acceptable to the Medical Society. For some unknown reason the Articles of Union adopted by the Medical Society were not laid before the Corporation, and in the fall of 1809, a special committee was appointed to wait upon the Lieutenant-Governor "to ascertain, if anything and what was done, by the Corporation respecting the Articles of Union with the Medical Institution in Yale College." It is perhaps just as well that no record has been found of the "neglect or inadvertance" which failed to lay this plan before the Corporation directly. The appeal to the Lieutenant-Governor intimates that direct communication between the committee of the Society and the committee of the Corporation had been interrupted.
Recourse was, therefore, had to an ex officio member of the Corporation, the Lieutenant-Governor. The delay was but temporary, for in the fall of 1810, the twelve articles of union agreed upon were presented to the legislature, where they were approved, forming the basis of the first charter of the Medical School. In effect, this act empowered the President 
